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Performer................................................................................................... DAVID FINNIGAN 

DEEP HISTORY WILL BE PERFORMED WITHOUT AN INTERMISSION.

PLAYBILL.COM

PLAYBILLVAULT.COM

PLAYBILL.COM/VAULT

The use of any recording device, either audio or video, and the taking of photographs, either with or without 
flash, is strictly prohibited. Please turn off all electronic devices such as cellular phones, beepers and watches. 
The use of cell phones in the theatre is prohibited by New York City law.
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Dear Friends,

In early 2023 I was lucky enough to make an extended trip to Sydney, Australia, where I worked on a book and tried 
resolutely to stay out of the theater. The work on the book went well; staying out of the theater? Not so much. 

One product of that journey you’ve already seen: Belvoir St Theatre’s magnificent production of COUNTING 
AND CRACKING, which we presented in September at NYU Skirball down the street. That huge, multi-
generational, internationally cast production about the Sri Lankan civil war and its aftermath was a glorious 
example of the scale and ambition that theater is capable of. I’ve compared it to Dr. Zhivago or War and 
Peace—its scale and accomplishment made the comparison apt. 

On the other end of the scale, welcome to David Finnigan’s DEEP HISTORY. This is theater as 
portable and light as is imaginable, as if David was determined to model how to 
make a big impact with a light carbon footprint. Eamon Flack, the Artistic Director of Belvoir 
St Theatre (and the director and associate writer of COUNTING AND CRACKING), introduced me to David and 
his work when I was in Sydney, and I was immediately captivated by his extraordinary knowledge of climate 
science, his grace and wit, and his passionate artistry. 

One of the most striking things about Australia to me was how the reality of climate change was not politicized 
in the way it has been here: everyone agreed that the climate is changing drastically, that human beings are 
causing the change, and that it is an existential emergency. Of course, there are fierce disputes about how to 
handle the crisis, but it was an extraordinary relief to be in a country where reality, and the science that explains 
that reality, were universally accepted. It brought home to me how profoundly provincial 
our own national dialogue about climate is, how distorted our political 
landscape has become. 

This is true in the theater, as well. With the exception of The Civilians’ show The Great Immensity in 2014, we 
at The Public have been unable to find theatrical voices that can speak to the greatest issue facing humanity. 
In Australia, by contrast, almost every theater had included plays focusing on climate as part of their season 
when I was there. Some of them, like DEEP HISTORY, have done amazing jobs of turning this most intractable of 
subjects into human drama. 

As I write, we are working on a very large commission with David about the climate, a commission that is 
scheduled to come to fruition in 2028, when the International Program on Climate Change (IPCC) is scheduled 
to release its next assessment of the state of the climate. Watching DEEP HISTORY, I think you’ll understand 
why we think David is the artist to build this show. 

Welcome to DEEP HISTORY. 
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OSKAR EUSTIS
ARTISTIC DIRECTOR, THE PUBLIC THEATER



WHO’S  WHO  IN  THE  CAST

PLAYBILL.COM

PLAYBILLVAULT.COM

PLAYBILL.COM/VAULT

Public/SHIVA    Deep History       (4)        C1

DAVID FINNIGAN (Playwright and 
Performer) is a playwright and game designer 
from Ngunnawal country in Australia. He 
works with climate and earth scientists to 
create theatre and games about complex 
systems and planetary transformation. In 
2023, Finnigan’s play Scenes From the 
Climate Era premiered at the Belvoir St 
Theatre in Sydney. His 2022 solo show 
Deep History was awarded a Scotsman 
Fringe First award. Finnigan was awarded 
Melbourne’s Green Room Award for Best 
Writing for Are You Ready to Take the Law 
Into Your Own Hands in 2021. His playscript 
Kill Climate Deniers was awarded the 2017 
Griffin Award. His play 44 Sex Acts in One 
Week was nominated for the Soho Theatre’s 
Verity Bargate Award, the Patrick White 
Award and the Theatre Uncut Political 
Playwriting Award. Finnigan has worked 
with scientists from institutions including 
University College London, the Stockholm 
Resilience Centre, the Australian Academy 
of Science, the Wellcome Trust and Nanyang 
Technological University in Singapore. 
HAYLEY EGAN (Video Design) is a video 
designer working across theatre, opera and 
ballet. Recent work: Luna (Birmingham 
Royal Ballet); London Tide, The Boy With 
Two Hearts (National Theatre); Cinders!, 
The Scandal at Mayerling (Scottish Ballet); 
Boy Parts (Soho Theatre); The Sound of 
Music, Mom, How Did You Meet the Beatles? 
(Chichester); Tomorrow Gala (The Old Vic); 
Pijin (Theatr Iolo); Ruination (Lost Dog, 
Royal Ballet); Everyday (Deafinitely Theatre); 
Triple Bill: WITCH (Royal Academy of 
Music); The Child in the Snow (Wilton’s 
Music Hall); The Language of Kindness 

(Wayward Productions); I’ll Take You to 
Mrs Cole! (Complicité); Dead Man Walking, 
Fidellio, The Consul (Welsh National Opera). 
Associate credits: Mnemonic (Complicité); 
Uncanny (tour); People, Places and Things 
(West End); Nixon in China (Scottish Opera); 
The Handmaid’s Tale (Royal Danish Opera); 
Coppélia (Scottish Ballet); A Tale of Two 
Cities (Lost Dog); Litvinenko (Grange Park 
Opera); Don Giovanni (Greek National 
Opera); Orlando (Vienna State Opera); 
Guilio Cesare in Egitto (Teatro alla Scala); 
Idomeneo (Teatro Real); Grief Is the Thing 
With Feathers (Wayward Productions). 
hayleyegan.co.uk
REUBEN INGALL (Music) is a musician 
from Ngunnawal country in Australia. 
He started making noise in high school, 
then did digital arts at university. He has 
worked on music for installations, theatre, 
e-publications, film and dance. Each release 
makes his discography less coherent, mostly 
“experimental” areas using guitar and 
computer, dance music/mashups/remixes and 
no-input mixing. He has hosted a few years of 
monthly gig nights, and a decade of weekly 
radio shows.
ANNETTE MEES (Director) is an award- 
winning theatre director, artist and drama
turg. She works with theatre-makers and 
interdisciplinary teams to create theatrical 
work that defies definitions, undertake 
interdisciplinary R&D and spark new 
thinking. She is the artistic director of 
Audience Labs, an artist-led lab making 
interdisciplinary theatre, art and publications 
that imagine sustainable, just and creative 
visions of the future. She is currently 
developing projects with the National Arts 
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WHO’S  WHO  IN  THE  CAST
Centre, NITE, Substrakt, European Cultural 
Foundation, Screen Industry Research & 
Training Centre, Southbank Centre and Agora 
Now. She is the chair of FutureEverything, the 
first U.K. arts organization to put nature on its 
board, and a co-host of global conversation on 
The Future of Culture supported by Arup and 
Therme. Previously she was a creative fellow 
for Wired magazine and The Space, and guest 
artistic director of the Danish Inspiration 
Lab. She started her career as one of the 
founding co-artistic directors of Coney, an 
internationally renowned immersive theatre 
company. She has worked with Google 
Creative Lab, National Theatre of Wales, 
Tate Britain, Wayne McGregor, Kensington 
Palace, Magic Leap, European Space Agency, 
Unity Theatre, MAC, U.K. Parliament, 01SJ 
San Jose Biennial, British Council, NESTA, 
Battersea Arts Centre, The National Gallery, 
Arnolfini and many more. Her work has 
received awards across different genres from 
the Writers’ Guild of Great Britain to the 
International VR awards.
BUZZ COHEN (Production Stage Manager). 
The Public: 79 productions since 1986, 
including Plays for the Plague Year, A Bright 
Room Called Day, Mojada, White Noise, Fire 
in Dreamland, Oedipus El Rey, Julius Caesar, 
Plenty, Southern Comfort, Barbecue, Buzzer, 
29 more Shakespeare productions, Durango, 
Compulsion, The Ruby Sunrise, Lackawanna 
Blues, Stop Kiss, A Language of Their Own 
and many more. Broadway: The Tempest, 
Secret Rapture, The Queen and the Rebels, 
Ned and Jack. Obie Award for Distinguished 
Stage Management and the SMA’s 2017 Del 
Hughes Lifetime Achievement Award for 
Stage Management.

THE PUBLIC THEATER continues the 
work of its visionary founder Joe Papp as 
a civic institution engaging, both on stage 
and off, with some of the most important 
ideas and social issues of today. Conceived 
over 60 years ago as one of the nation’s 
first nonprofit theatres, The Public has long 
operated on the principles that theatre is an 
essential cultural force and that art and culture 
belong to everyone. Under the leadership of 
Artistic Director Oskar Eustis and Executive 
Director Patrick Willingham, The Public’s 
wide breadth of programming includes an 
annual season of new work at its landmark 
home at Astor Place, Free Shakespeare in 
the Park at The Delacorte Theater in Central 
Park, the Mobile Unit touring throughout 
New York City’s five boroughs, Public Lab, 
Public Works, Public Shakespeare Initiative 
and Joe’s Pub. Since premiering Hair in 1967, 
The Public continues to create the canon of 
American theatre and is currently represented 
on Broadway by the Tony Award-winning 
musicals Hamilton by Lin-Manuel Miranda, 
Suffs by Shaina Taub and Hell’s Kitchen 
by Alicia Keys and Kristoffer Diaz. Their 
programs and productions can also be seen 
regionally across the country and around 
the world. The Public has received 64 Tony 
Awards, 194 Obie Awards, 62 Drama Desk 
Awards, 61 Lortel Awards, 36 Outer Critic 
Circle Awards, 13 New York Drama Critics’ 
Circle Awards, 65 AUDELCO Awards, 6 
Antonyo Awards and 6 Pulitzer Prizes. 
publictheater.org

Information in “Who’s Who in the Cast” is provided by the 
production. Where opinions are expressed, they are those 
of the players, not necessarily those of playbill Magazine.
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Like many Australians, I grew up with fire.

Cooking breakfast over a campfire in the Brindabella mountains. The smoke from controlled burns in the hills 
behind my school. Bonfires on the beach on cold winter nights. The forest recovering after a burn, green shoots 
pushing through blackened trunks. Once, we even drove through a low wall of flames that had jumped the road 
in Kakadu National Park, driving north from Ubirr Rock.
 
You learn from a young age how to prepare for fire. How to clear the dead leaves from the gutters, rake up the 
dry vegetation and move it away from the house, when to stay put and when to evacuate. I was in my early 
teens when the record-breaking Millenium Drought started; I had turned 27 before it broke. Dams emptied, car 
washing was banned, so too garden sprinklers. People were told to limit their showers to three minutes or less. 
In that context, the next fire season is always top of mind.
 
Each wildfire is distinct, an event in cultural memory. The explosive Christmastime fires of 1993 that surged 
into residential Sydney. Canberra’s 2003 firestorm, ignited by dry-lightning strikes. 2009: Black Saturday in 
Victoria, 173 people killed. While touring the Blue Mountains in New South Wales in 2013, we woke to purple-
black skies and a roaring hot wind. When we fled hours later, abandoning our accommodation, we joined with 
hundreds of local evacuees.
 
For Australians, fire was a phenomenon to map, monitor, and combat. We imagined that fire could be 
forecast, managed, and, in time, extinguished. Then the future of fire changed. Over one single 
summer in 2019, the catastrophic nature of fire revealed 
itself as something new and unfamiliar.
 
Unfamiliar to us, perhaps, but not to humans as a species. This is not the first time that humans have faced 
a dramatic shift in global climate, storms and floods and fires that escalate with shocking speed. The world 
has transformed many times in the past, and our ancestors bore witness to some of those shocks. We’ve been 
here before.
 
So maybe we need to look back to who we were, in order to 
find out who we might need to become.
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DAVID FINNIGAN
PLAYWRIGHT AND PERFORMER 
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STAFF FOR DEEP HISTORY

Assistant Company Manager...................Autumn Knight
Assistant Production Manager................ Jessica Nekritz 
Production Assistant................................. Ashton Goren
A1......................................................... Jacob Pederson
Sub A1................................................ G. Alan Busch Jr.
Production Video.......................................... Eli Garmon 
Wardrobe Supervisor...................................... Max Kelly 
Wardrobe Sub............................................. Elise Wesley 
Lighting Director..................................... Zack Saunders
Light Board Operator................................. Jorge Badillo
Prop Runner............................................ Milo Robinson
Assistant Technical Director.....................Carson Bishop
Artistic Consultant........................................Jess Slaght

SPECIAL THANKS
Harkness Dance Center, Starbright Floral Design

STAFF FOR THE PUBLIC THEATER

EXECUTIVE OFFICE
Artistic Director...........................................Oskar Eustis
Executive Director..............................Patrick Willingham
Associate Artistic Director/Resident Director.....Saheem Ali
Associate Artistic Director/Director of 
  Artistic Programs.............Freedome Bradley-Ballentine
Associate Artistic Director/
  Director of Cultural Transformation............. Alexa Smith
General Manager.....................................Jeremy Adams
Senior Director, Development...................  Kristina Hoge
Chief Marketing Officer.............................. Tom McCann

Chief Financial Officer.............................. Murray Abeles
Senior Director, Human Resources.............. Sarah Rosen
Director, Delacorte Renovation 
  and Special Capital Projects............ Valerie D. Simmons
Administrative Chief of Staff................  Rosalind Barbour
Artistic Associate......................................Jessica Slaght
Assistant to Resident Director....................Moses Garcia
Deputy Administrative Chief of Staff.... Tina Huang Abrams
Government Affairs Coordinator................ Kate Madigan
Associate Director, 
  Public Theater Productions......................Leah Matthes
Writer in Residence..............................  Suzan-Lori Parks
Composer in Residence...........................  Jeanine Tesori
Resident Artists........................... Tarell Alvin McCraney, 

Daniel Sullivan, Shaina Taub, 
Emma Went

Director of Voice....................................... Andrew Wade
Voice Associate........................................ Julie Congress
Shakespeare Scholars in Residence........ James Shapiro, 

Ayanna Thompson

PRODUCING
Director of Producing & Artistic Planning...... Chiara Klein
Associate Line Producers.....Emma McSharry, Citlali Pizarro
Artistic Planning Manager......................... Cody Johnson
Senior Company Manager.................. Heather Fichthorn
Company Manager...................................  Grace Chariya
Assistant Company Manager................... Autumn Knight
Producing Fellow, 
  Miranda Family Fellowship................  Daphne Adamson

CASTING
Directors of Casting............  Jordan Thaler, Heidi Griffiths
Casting Director..........................................  Kate Murray 

EVERY.
OPENING.
NIGHT.
PLAYBILL.
FOR 12 MONTHS,
MAILED TO YOUR DOOR

Subscribe at PLAYBILL.COM/MAGAZINE
Or call 888-558-2054

PLAYBILL
®

O P E N I N G  N I G H T  S U B S C R I P T I O N

PB.Opening.Night.Subscriptions.Half.H.Digest.4.625x3.75.03.10.22.indd   1PB.Opening.Night.Subscriptions.Half.H.Digest.4.625x3.75.03.10.22.indd   1 3/17/22   3:34 PM3/17/22   3:34 PM



PLAYBILL.COM

PLAYBILLVAULT.COM

PLAYBILL.COM/VAULT

Public/SHIVA    Deep History      (8)      WW3

Casting Associate.................................Chalin Tulyathan

GENERAL MANAGEMENT
General Management 
  Business Manager............................ Chantal Easterling
Senior Contracts Manager....................... Rachel London
Interim Budget Manager.............................  Joe Hetterly
House Seat Coordinator.......................... Carlos Serrano

 
NEW WORK DEVELOPMENT

Director of New Work Development.....  Amrita Ramanan
Associate Director of 
  New Work Development................. Jack Phillips Moore
New Work Development Manager...................... Zoë Kim
Senior Dramaturg......................................Sarah Lunnie
New Work Development Fellow, 
  Miranda Family Fellowship................... Hannah Kiernan
Resident Artist, The Apothetae Residency.....Gregg Mozgala
Tow Playwright in Residency........................ Else C. Went
Emerging Writers Group...... Karina Billini, Tomas Endter, 

Humaira Iqbal, Jesse Jae Hoon, Celeste Jennings, 
Nina Ki, Gloria Oladipo, Valen-Marie Santos, 

Amita Sharma, Al Sierra

JOE’S PUB
Director................................................... Alex Knowlton
Associate Director........................................  Isabel Kim
Marketing & Communications Director.....  Sacha Wynne
Director of Production.......................... Ania Washington
Audio Manager & Head Engineer..................  Jon Shriver
Associate Producer...........................  Audrey Frischman
Ticketing & Communications Associate.....Ashley Meeks
Performance Coordinators....... Charlie Baker, Jake Stiel, 

Jordi Coats, Tanner Williams
Audio Engineers..................  Jake Cheriff, Kenien Spann, 

Reya Harris, Steve Ha, Nate Krogel
Lighting Designers.......Colleen Doherty, Conor Mulligan, 

Jeanne Anne Carter, Tyler Learned, Cat Cusick
Video Lead................................................. JR Cronheim
Photographers.........Angela Cholmondeley, Da Ping Luo, 

David Andrako, Kelly Cook, Lawrence Sumulong, 
Sachyn Mital, Yekaterina Gyadu 

Joe’s Pub Vanguard Resident...................  Margaret Cho 
Joe’s Pub Working Group.......Ellen Winter, Esraa Warda, 

Firas Zreik, Queen Esther

PRODUCTION
Director of Production................................... Peter Dean
Senior Production Manager..........................  Jon Grenay
Production Managers.... Cristina Ayón-Viesca, Aliyah Sall
Associate Production Manager.............  Autumn Mitchell
Assistant Production Manager................ Jessica Nekritz
Production Logistics Manager............. Samuel Arencibia
Lead Logistics Technician..........................Robert Vesce
Logistics Technician..................................... Martin Rios
Production Office Manager..........................Kelly Moore
Technical Director......................................Nick Moodey
Assistant Technical Directors..................Carson Bishop, 

Fiona Malone, Carrie First
Charge Artist.......................................Hugh Morris-Stan
Scenery Shop Manager..............................  James Sater
Scene Shop Foreperson......................... Allison Spanyer
Lead Show Carpenter.................................... Luis Torres
Costume Director.................................  Vanessa Watters
Associate Costume Director...................Melinda Basaca
Draper.........................................................  Marie Stair
First Hand..........................................  Audrey Pallmeyer
Assistant Costumes Manager...............  Jasmine Canjura

Props Supervisor..................................... Rebecca David
Assistant Props Supervisor............... Corinne Gologursky
Audio & Lighting Supervisor......................... Alex Brandt
Assistant Audio Supervisors........ Ollie Ward, Emma Wilk 
Music Manager/Audio Shop Foreperson........  Sean Kraft
Audio Office Administrator...........  Carrie Miller Freeman
Associate Lighting Supervisor............................ Colin JB
Assistant Lighting Supervisors.....................Liz Andrews, 

Juan Lara Valentini
Video Supervisor............................................ Ido Levran
Production Management Fellow, 
  Miranda Family Fellowship......................Hillary Rosario

PUBLIC WORKS
Director of Public Works.......................... Laurie Woolery
Associate Director 
  of Public Works..................... Pablo Hernandez Basulto
Community Artistic Projects Coordinator.. Jennifer Haley
Teaching Artists...... Kelly Campbell, Cornelius Davidson, 

Julian Goldhagen, Anthony Vaughn Merchant, 
Dahlia Lopez Ramsay

Teaching Fellows.............. Esperanza Rosales Balcárcel, 
Chazz Bruce, Alexa Echevarria, Angel Universe

 
MOBILE UNIT

Director........................................ Praycious Wilson-Gay
Artistic Programs Coordinator..........  Jose Hugo Hurtado
Mobile Unit Fellow, Brooklyn College.... Mckensi Scy Pascall

 
PUBLIC SHAKESPEARE INITIATIVE

Teaching Artists..........Jennifer Curfman, Julie Congress, 
Salomon Lerner, Conor Mullen, 

Guirlande Marsha Pierre, Melissa Salguero
 

FINANCE & HUMAN RESOURCES
Associate Director, 
  Financial Planning & Analysis.................. Topher Soltys
Controller..................................................  Mark Rowan
Senior Accountant.............................. Courtney Wallace
Finance Associate........................................ Kevin Reilly
Budget Associate............................  Ann Marie Connolly
Manager, Talent Acquisition 
  and Management................................Jon Jon Johnson
Senior Manager, Workforce 
  Development Programs.......................Morganne Evans
HR Coordinator....................................... Nicole Bermeo
Payroll Manager....................................  Leya Van Doren
Manager, Benefits, Health & Safety......  Jennifer Haining
Manager, Special Projects... Susan Cody, Nissa Syverson
Project Advisor......................................  Neil Stevenson

DEVELOPMENT
Director, Special Events........................... Brooke Amico
Manager, Special Events.......................... Liv Amundsen
Development Associate................................ Una Bharat
Director, Institutional Partnerships..............Gina DiRado
Manager, Major Gifts & Special Projects.... Annabel Ekelund
Associate, Special Events.............................Nick Gerrity
Director, Strategic Advancement........... Kristen Gongora
Advisor, Leadership Giving............................... Jan Gura
Major Gifts Officer.......................... Elizabeth Kipp-Giusti
Director, Major Gifts..................................Drew Klingner
Development Finance Strategy 
  & Operations Analyst.................................Taylor Logan
Manager, Institutional Partnerships........  Gabriel Lozada
Manager, Advancement 
  Services Operations................................Richard Mena
Director, Advancement Data Operations..... Kelsey Moriarty
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Deputy Director of Development..........  Becca Niemeyer
Associate, Patron Programs...............  Krystal Rajkowski
Associate, Advancement Services Operations....... Holly Reif
Associate, Advancement 
  Data Operations.................................Shannon Teppert
Director, Patron Programs and Services....Shayla L. Titley
Development Fellow, 
  Brooklyn College........................... Stephanie Beckman

MARKETING
Director, Corporate Partnerships.....................  Jody Bell
Director of Marketing, Delacorte Project......... Chris Kam 
Associate Director, 
  Tessitura Ticketing Operations.........................Zac Ford
Senior Manager, Marketing......................  Aoife Mahood
Marketing Manager.................................... Karina Mena
Marketing & Communications Associate.....Emma Minkoff
Seasonal Marketing 
  Outreach Coordinator................... Rebecca Kenigsberg
Web Developer..........................................Galit Weinfeld 
Marketing Fellow, Brooklyn College..... Breanna Williams
 

COMMUNICATIONS
Senior Manager, Digital Content.....................Seth Jolles
Digital Engagement Associate................. Nada Shaaban
Senior Manager, Public Relations............ Jana Zschoche
Manager, Public Relations.......................Laura Mullaney  

BRAND STUDIO
Art Director..................................................... Tam Shell
Graphic Designers.............. Izzy Henderson, Joanne Na, 

Millena Cecilia
 

AUDIENCE SERVICES
Senior Manager, 
  Audience Services/Call Center................Kate Longosky
Senior Manager, Audience Services/
  Theatre Management.............................. Chris Capozzi
Box Office Manager..................................Anthony Conty
Associate Box Office Manager..................... Logan Wolfe
Box Office Associate..........................  Daniella Martinez
Box Office Staff................  Cliff Billings, Cameron Reese, 

Kate Thackaberry, Tyler Warren
Call Center Manager.................................. Kaleda Davis
Call Center Associate................................... Josh Rozett
Call Center Staff................ Billie Bryant, John Cosentino, 

Bethany Fustos, Melana Lloyd, Yating Sun, Rose Viets
Associate Theatre Manager........................ Manuel Vega
Theatre Supervisor........................................ Sam Colon
Front of House Box Office Supervisors, 
  The Delacorte............. Marlina Brown, Russell Williams
House Managers....... Sandra Bligen-Doyle, Jolee Cohen, 

Jennifer Gaspard, Peter Kendall, Elizabeth Reagan, 
Carlos Vega, Neda Yeganeh

First Responders.................Ariana Arias, Shayna Cohen,
 Keisha Davis, Marianne DeVirgiliis, Georgia Evans, 
Nadia Ho, Jessica Hollander-Sunshine, Quinn Kelley, 

Griffin Kendall, Riley Liburd, Devi Lir, Damaris Lopez, 
Alexander Reyes, Amanda Rose, Brant Simmons, 

Sofia Tarczy-Hornoch 
Front of House Staff.... Adelynn Anderson, Dora Batinovic, 

Megan Benton, Lorenza Bernasconi, Kimi Brown, 
Bella Burke, Mari Cipriaso, Ella Danyluk, Carson Davis, 
Gracie Donelly-Fisher, Emily Forman, Sierra Gamble, 

Wellington Garbutt, Lulu Grant, Nadine Hart, 
Cameron Herring, Miya Heulitt, Maysie Kilgore, 

Tess Kondratiev, Kenjiro Lee, Rhys Luke, 
Leilani Maldonado, Leta Marcellus, Casper Marcrum, 

Cherie Marcus, Juliannie Mateo, Joana Meurkens, 
Sarah Muller, Michaela Pascuzzi, Julia Pasko, 

Brie Ramthun, Breeanna Resto, Michelle Resto, 
Bianca Rose, Jade Rosenberg, Natsumi Sasabe, 

Emily Sciaino, Spencer Senzon, Leandra Torres-Santiago, 
Nayeli Vega, Steele Whitney, Ella Wickham, 

Emily Yarmey 

FACILITIES & OPERATIONS
Director, Facilities......................... Ishmael (Izee) Figueroa
Director, Operations.................................. Helen Bennett
Director, IT................................................... Arthur Pinori
IT Analyst.....................................................  Paul Rosario
Associate Director, Operations...................  Mariana Ortiz
Operations Associate.................................... Shelly Vance
Operations Coordinators.....Teri-Ann Carryl, Tia McDonald
Network Administrator.............................  Ian Malinowski
Assistant Superintendents............Jefferson David Aguilar, 

Eric Glover, Rafael Tinoco-Jimenez, Robert Vazquez
Handypersons.................... Adonis Garcia, Robin Cordero
Housekeeping Supervisor............  Amparo Lopez de Nova
Housekeepers....Giordani Collado Lendof, Efrain Martinez, 

Aracelis Mendez-Leon, Leandro Mota, 
Naydavel Rodriguez Rodriguez, Wendy Rodriguez

Front Desk Attendant................................  Fabian Harvey
Part-Time Front Desk Attendants.............. Jaida Foreman, 

Savannah Lee Mumford, Cindy Tsai, 
Aylin Akira Aspiazu, Quinn Nehr, Lianah Sta. Ana 

 
SPECIAL SERVICES

Managing Partner of Joe’s Pub LLC.............  Kevin Abbott
General Manager of Joe’s Pub LLC.................. K.B. Berton
Joe’s Pub LLC Managers.......... Jersey Katz, Michelle Clay, 

Cooper D’Ambrose
Chef of The Public...............................  Andrew Carmellini
Chef de Cuisine......................................  Ricky Mungaray
Institutional Design...................... Pentagram/Paula Scher
Photographers.................George E. Joseph, Joan Marcus, 

Carol Rosegg, Martha Swope, Simon Luethi
Attorneys....Davis Wright Tremaine LLP/Graham Coleman; 

Mitchell Silberberg & Knupp LLP/Gerald T. Hathaway; 
Proskauer Rose LLP/Allan Bloom; Gibson, Dunn & 

Crutcher LLP/Andrew Lance; Venable LLP/
Susan E. Golden

Accountants............................................. Lutz & Carr LLP
Architectural Consultant.......................Ennead Architects
Insurance............................. DeWitt Stern/Risk Strategies

THE STAGE MANAGER EMPLOYED IN THIS PRO-
DUCTION IS A MEMBER OF ACTORS’ EQUITY ASSO-
CIATION, THE UNION OF PROFESSIONAL ACTORS 
AND STAGE MANAGERS IN THE UNITED STATES.

WARNING
The photographing or sound recording of any performance or 
the possession of any device for such photographing or sound 
recording inside this theatre, without the written permission 
of the management, is prohibited by law. Violators may be 
punished by ejection and violations may render the offender 
liable for money damages.

FIRE NOTICE: The exit indicated by a red light and sign nearest 
to the seat you occupy is the shortest route to the street. In the 
event of fire or other emergency please do not run—WALK TO 
THAT EXIT.
Thoughtless persons annoy patrons and endanger the safety 
of others by lighting matches or smoking in prohibited areas 
during the performances and intermissions. This violates a city 
ordinance and is punishable by law.

FIRE COMMISSIONER
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PROVIDES LEADERSHIP SUPPORT FOR THE PUBLIC THEATER’S YEAR-ROUND ACTIVITIES
THE LUESTHER T. MERTZ LEGACY TRUST

LEAD SUPPORT PROVIDED BY

THE HAROLD & MIMI STEINBERG
CHARITABLE TRUST

ADDITIONAL SUPPORT PROVIDED BY

ARISON ARTS
FOUNDATION

THE RUTH EASTON FUND OF THE 
EDELSTEIN FAMILY FOUNDATION
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PUBLIC THEATER BOARD OF TRUSTEES

GOVERNMENT SUPPORT

YOUNG PARTNER BOARD

City of New York, Department   
 of Cultural Affairs
Eric Adams, Mayor of the City 
 of New York
Adrienne E. Adams, Speaker, 
 New York City Council
Carlina Rivera, Council Member

Gale A. Brewer, Council Member NYC   
 Council, Manhattan Delegation
Mark Levine, Manhattan    
 Borough President
Kathy Hochul, Governor    
 of the State of New York
New York State Council on the Arts

New York State Office of Parks,  
 Recreation & Historic Preservation 
State Senator Brad Hoylman-Sigal 
Daniel J. O’Donnell,    
 Assembly Member
National Endowment for the Arts

Sherry Jun Chen
Jonathan Cohen
Arielle Goren
Andrew Klaber

Karen McClendon
Sophie Ruddock
Stephanie Turner
Sonal Uberoi

Michael Roberts (Co-Chair)
Forrest Wilkinson (Co-Chair)

CHAIR
Luis A. Miranda, Jr.

C0-CHAIR
Pat Fili-Krushel

VICE CHAIR
Kenny Leon 
Alisa Amarosa Wood

TREASURER
Mychal Harrison

SECRETARY
Gordon J. Davis, Esq.

ARTISTIC DIRECTOR
Oskar Eustis

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 
Patrick Willingham

TRUSTEES
Kwame Anthony Appiah 
Andrea E. Bernstein 
Jason Blum 
Michael Bosworth 
Mary Schmidt Campbell 
Kurt Chauviere  
Lee Daniels 
Gordon J. Davis, Esq. 
Lisa E. Davis 
Yrthya Dinzey-Flores 
Susan Edelstein 
Eric Ellenbogen 
Oskar Eustis* 
Hilary C. Feshbach 
Pat Fili-Krushel 
Faith E. Gay 
Danai Gurira 
Mychal Harrison 

Anne Hathaway 
Chris Hogbin  
Maxine Isaacs 
Ashley Leeds 
Kenny Leon 
Jayne Lipman 
Luis A. Miranda, Jr. 
Hans Morris 
James Murdoch 
Gail Merrifield Papp 
Julia Pershan 
Julio Peterson 
Michael Price 
Janice Cook Roberts 
Wendi Rose 
Alexandra Shiva 
Jaymere Stein 
Jim Steinberg 
Steven C. Taub 
Arielle Tepper 
Teresa Tsai 
Angela Vallot  
Alex Volckhausen 
Sam Waterston 
Audrey Wilf 
Frances Wilkinson 
Patrick Willingham* 
Anne Clarke Wolff 
Alisa Amarosa Wood 

STAFF  
REPRESENTATIVES
Cristina Ayón-Viesca  
Pablo Hernandez Basulto 
Kaleda Davis

FOUNDER 
Joseph Papp † 

HONORARY COUNCIL 
Laurie Beckelman 
Colin Callender 
Larry Condon 
Morgan Freeman 
Kevin Kline 
Josh Sapan 
Liev Schreiber 
Warren J. Spector 
Grace Lyu Volckhausen 
George C. Wolfe 

EX-OFFICIO 
Honorable Eric Adams, 
 Mayor of the City of New York 
Ken Sunshine, Mayor’s Representative 
Honorable Adrienne E. Adams, 
 Speaker of the New York City Council 
Honorable Andrea Gordillo,   
 Speaker’s Representative 
Honorable Laurie A. Cumbo, Commissioner,   
 Department of Cultural Affairs* 
Honorable Susan Donoghue, 
 Commissioner, New York City,   
 Department of Parks & Recreation

CHAIRPERSON EMERITI 
H. Scott Higgins
Kenneth B. Lerer
Joseph B. Martinson †
LuEsther T. Mertz †
Robert Pittman
George C. Scott †
Warren J. Spector 
Arielle Tepper 

† Deceased *  Voting ex-officio

CURRENT AS OF 9/23/24
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PUBLIC THEATER CONTRIBUTORS
LEADERS
$500,000+
The New York Community Trust - 
 The George T. Delacorte Fund for  
 Performance at the Delacorte Theater 
 in Central Park
Federal Emergency 
 Management Agency 
Ford Foundation
Barbara & Amos Hostetter
Jerome L. Greene Foundation
The LuEsther T. Mertz Charitable Trust 
City of New York, Department of 
 Cultural Affairs

FOUNDERS
$100,000–$499,999
A&O Shearman
Abrams Foundation
Alphadyne Foundation
American Express
Laura & John Arnold
The Blavatnik Family Foundation
Bloomberg Philanthropies
Jason & Lauren Blum
Hillary Blumberg & Alex Ginsburg
Michael Bosworth & Dave Guggenheim /
 Goldman Sachs Gives
Barbara Broccoli and the Dana & 
 Albert R. Broccoli Charitable Foundation
Julia Pershan & Jonathan Cohen
Creatives Rebuild New York, a project of 
 the Tides Center
Cathy Dantchik
Barbaralee Diamonstein-Spielvogel & 
 Carl Spielvogel
The Ruth Easton Fund of the 
 Edelstein Family Foundation
Hilary & Joe Feshbach
Peter Fine
David C. Frederick & Sophia Lynn
Faith Gay
Ms. Sandra Gluck
Rebecca Gold
The Grand Street Fund
Gayle Cohen Heller & David Heller
I Love (Heart) New York
JetBlue Airways
Klingenstein-Martell Foundation
Gina Maria Leonetti
The Philip and Janice Levin Foundation
Grace Lay-LinLay Productions
Mellon Foundation
Miranda Family Fund
National Endowment for the Arts
Open Society Foundations
Select Equity Group, Inc.
Alexandra Shiva & Jonathan Marc Sherman
The Shubert Foundation
Denise Littlefield Sobel
Bernard & Anne Spitzer Charitable Trust
Arielle Tepper
Tiger Baron Foundation
The Tow Foundation

Teresa Tsai §
Audrey & Zygi Wilf/Wilf Family Foundation
Frances Wilkinson & Jennifer Melin Miller
Ted & Anne Clarke Wolff §
Anonymous (7)

BENEFACTORS
$50,000–$99,999
Jody & John Arnhold | Arnhold Foundation
Michele & Timothy Barakett
Jayne Bentzen
Andi & Tom Bernstein §
Judith Champion New Works Development 
 Fund & Mel Litoff
Kurt Chauviere
Jonathan Cohen
Daniel & Rachel Craig 
Lee Daniels
Susan & David Edelstein
Edgerton Foundation
The Eisner Foundation
Eric Ellenbogen §
Endeavor Foundation
Pat Fili-Krushel & Kenneth Krushel §
The Fan Fox & Leslie R. Samuels 
 Foundation, Inc.
John H. Friedman
The Horace W. Goldsmith Foundation
Mychal Douglas Harrison
The DuBose & Dorothy Heyward  
 Memorial Fund
Chris & Elizabeth Hogbin
Hugoton Foundation
Maxine Isaacs
Leslie Larson & Don Katz
KHR Family Fund
The Eugene M. Lang Foundation
Laurents / Hatcher Foundation
Ashley Leeds & Christopher M. Harland
The Lehoczky Escobar Family
William & Aimee Maroney
The McLaughlin Children’s Trust
Luis Miranda
Hans & Kate Morris
S.I. Newhouse Foundation
The Jerome A. & Estelle R. Newman 
 Assistance Fund
One World Fund
Paul, Weiss, Rifkind, Wharton & Garrison LLP
Perri A. Peltz & Eric Ruttenberg
Michael Price
The Revlis Foundation
Janice Cook Roberts & Richard Roberts
Wendi Rose
The SHS Foundation
Anne & Adam Shulman
Simpson Thacher & Bartlett LLP
David & Sarah Long Solomon
Lois & Arthur Stainman
Amy & Robert Stavis
Lise Strickler & Mark Gallogly
The Henry and Marilyn Taub Foundation
Steven & Benay Taub
Laurie M. Tisch Illumination Fund

Carol Tolan
Angela Vallot & Jim Basker
Susan & David Viniar
Margie & Bryan Weingarten
Frances & Frank Wilkinson
Kevin Miu & Sascia Yuan
Anonymous (3)

PRODUCERS
$25,000–$49,999 
Amy & David Abrams
Liz Armstrong
baker & Dr. Nadine Chang
Garrard Beeney & Evan Mason
Scott & Roxanne Bok
Shawn & Brook Byers
Drs. George & Mary Campbell
Cantor Fitzgerald, L.P.
Robert & Debra Chavez
Cleary Gottlieb Steen & Hamilton LLP
Con Edison
Corinthian Foundation
Lou & Kim D’Ambrosio
Davis Polk & Wardwell LLP
Lisa E. Davis
Debevoise & Plimpton LLP
The George T. Delacorte Fund for Maintenance
The Gladys Krieble Delmas Foundation
David desJardins & Nancy Blachman
Yrthya Dinzey-Flores & Antonino D’Ambrosio
FJC - A Foundation of Philanthropic Funds
Chris Gallea & Suzanne Freind
Golden Fleece Foundation Charity
Herman Goldman Foundation
Granny B and P Foundation
Danai Gurira
The Marc Haas Foundation
Gerry Harper
Jerome Foundation
Lawrence Katzman Charitable Foundation
Kirkland & Ellis LLP
Michael Kors & Lance Le Pere
Leon Levy Foundation
George S. Loening & Kimbrough Towles
Frederick Loewe Foundation
Paul J. Maddon Family
Barbara Manocherian
Ryan J. Marshall & Mary G. Herms
Jeff & Ashley McDermott
K. Ann McDonald
Milbank LLP
Viajes Miranda
Susan Paine
Raising Cane’s Chicken Fingers
Reuben Family Fund, James & Sheryl Reuben
Megan Haller & Peter Rice
Nancy Rose & John Kimelman
Lauren Rosenkranz
Josh Sapan
Schulte Roth & Zabel LLP
Skadden, Arps, Slate, Meagher & Flom LLP
Marilyn Skony Stamm
The Seth Sprague Educational & 
 Charitable Foundation

SPECIAL THANKS TO
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The Starr Foundation
Starry Night Fund
Jim & Lori Steinberg
Sheila&Lee Stewart §
T. Christian Stracke
Virginia B. Toulmin Foundation
Wegmans
Forrest Wilkinson
Ms. Lee Wolf & Dr. Jordan Cohen
Alisa Amarosa Wood & Alastair Wood
Irene Worth Fund for Young Artists
Zegar Family Foundation
Anonymous (6)

$15,000–$24,999
Eileen & Lowell Aptman
Barbara Aubrey
The Bessie Foundations
Leslie & Ashish Bhutani
The Boston Consulting Group
Alessandra Carlin
Chanel
Amy Starck & Jack Cogen
Cravath, Swaine & Moore LLP
Dancing Tides Foundation
Gordon J. Davis & Peggy Cooper Davis
Christine Denham & Robert Stein
Beth Dozoretz
The Durst Organization
Susanne & Douglas Durst
Elkes Foundation
Esther Simon Charitable Trust
Sharon Fay & Maxine Schaffer
Barbara H. Freitag
Getir
Judith Gibbons & Francesco Scattone
James Gleick & Cynthia Crossen
Goldman Sachs
Stephanie Herdrich & Matthew Tirschwell
Marlene Hess & Jim Zirin
Joel Isaacson & Co., LLC
Amie & Tony James
The J. M. Kaplan Fund
Leslie Kogod & Laurie Goldberger
Gary K. Lippman
Marquit-Grieser Fund
Mayer Brown
Pandora
Penguin Random House
Michael Roberts
The Scherman Foundation
Irwin S. Scherzer Foundation
Selendy Gay Elsberg PLLC
SQA Foundation
The Ted Snowdon Foundation
Jay Meredith Stein & Josh Zwass
Gillian Stern
Syntax LLC
Monica & Douglas Taylor
Travelzoo
Wachtell, Lipton, Rosen & Katz
Jonathan Weiss & Barbara Asch
Nina & Michael Zilkha
Anonymous (6)

$10,000–$14,999
The 515 Foundation
David & Jackie Abell

ADOBE Systems, Inc.
Andreessen Horowitz
Angelo Family Charitable Foundation
Diane Archer
Milton & Sally Avery Arts Foundation, Inc.
Kathleen Begala & Yves-Andre Istel
Melissa & Dan Berger
Jill Costelloe Birinyi
Stanley & Roberta Bogen
Bill Bragin
John and Rosemary Brown Family Foundation
Diana Buckhantz / Vladimir & Araxia 
 Buckhantz Foundation
Donald McEnry Davis Charitable Fund
Christopher DeNicolo & Karen Ostergren
The Max and Victoria Dreyfus Foundation, Inc.
Linda Dupree
Mary Alice Dwyer-Dobbin
The Robert and Mercedes Eichholz Foundation
The Ekdahl Hutchinson Family Fund
Lily Fan
Jeanne Donovan Fisher
Joanne & Ellen Flanagan
Foros
Millicent Fortunoff
Bill & Helena Foulkes
Bruce & Alice Geismar
The Ira and Leonore S. Gershwin 
 Philanthropic Fund
Gibson, Dunn & Crutcher LLP
Arielle Goren & Andrew Goldstone
Renee & Justin Greenstein
Joe Hall & Martin Dagata
Hertz Lichtenstein Young & Polk, LLP
Hitz Foundation
BH & Teresa Holliday
John Holmes
David & Pamela Hornik
Jeff Hunter Charitable Trust
The Susan Isabel Foundation
Sherry Jun Chen
Chris Kaleel
Sharon Karmazin
Eunu Chun & Lisa Kim
Jackie & Andrew Klaber
Stephanie Turner & Paul Kremer
Peter & Ellen LaFleche
The Leon Lowenstein Foundation
Jamie & Michael Lynton
Grace & Bert Lytell & 
 Helen Menken Foundation
Nina Matis
The Pierre and Tana Matisse Foundation
Irene & Tony Melchior
Richard & Ronay Menschel
Christina Miller
Nancy, Brittany, & Alex Molesworth
Erin F. Moriarty
The Morrison & Foerster Foundation
Diane Nabatoff & Robert Machinist
Niclas Nagler & Alberto Alvarez
Carol & Melvin Newman
Michael & Gabrielle Palitz
The Peckham Family Foundation
Debra Peltz
Gary & Iris Posternack
Dominic Ramos-Ruiz
Diana & Bruce Rauner

Paula & Ira Resnick
The Richenthal Foundation
Jerome Robbins Foundation
Laura & Gerald Rosberg
Stephen Rose
Lori Roth & David L. Schnadig
Jack Rovner
Sophie Ruddock
May & Samuel Rudin Family Foundation, Inc.
Larry Mathews & Brian Saliman
Allison Sarofim
Susan & Charles Sawyers
Susan Baggett & Rick Sergel
Shafir Family
Amy Sherman-Palladino
Barbara Tarmy & Family
Jenny Tolan & Catesby Perrin
Graves & Colleen Tompkins
Lucette M. Tulp
Stacey Gillis Weber & Jeffrey A. Weber
Amy & John Weinberg
Weiser Family Foundation on behalf of 
 Irving & Marjorie Weiser
Anthony R. Whittemore
Adam & Abigail Winkel
Winston & Strawn LLP
Lisa & Richard Witten
Elaine & Irving Wolbrom §
Michael Wolkowitz & Hope Holiner
Jason Yeung
Fareed Zakaria
Anonymous (11)

$8,000–$9,999
Fisher Dachs Associates
Paul A. Ferrara
Chris & Susan Gifford
Kay & Bill Gurtin
Ellen Hexter & Steve Petrie
Robert & Suzanne Hoglund
Hudson Bay Capital
Kaminsky Family Foundation
Tracy MacKenzie & Tyler Mixter
James & Charlotte Napoli
Thomas M. Neff & Lyndon Haviland
Gail Merrifield Papp §
F. Richard Pappas
Robert A. Press, M.D.
Jonathan & Natalie Silverstein
Lisa Smith & David Barr
Jeffrey & Sarah Stafford
Jessica & Stephen Taft
Sonal Uberoi & Sunil Aggarwal
Donald Jay Wolfson & Jane A. Meyer
Anonymous (4)

$5,500–$7,999
Kathy Alecia
Bruce Baber & Michele Cassidy
Bain & Company
Joel & Lisa Benenson
Reena Bhatt
Ruth & Robi Blumenstein
Pamela Brown & George Canellos
Mark & Sarah Buller
Kathy Chazen & Larry Miller
Sarah E. Cogan & Douglas H. Evans
Bunni & Paul Copaken

PUBLIC THEATER CONTRIBUTORS (CONTINUED)
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Cowles Charitable Trust
Caroline Cronson
Jerry Cubbin & Diane Gibson
Bob Davenport & Ann VogtKopczynski
Richard & Claudia Edeman
Shane Ewen
Anna & Jim Fantaci
Lynn & Richard Feinson §
Margaret & Howard Fluhr
Jill & Michael J Franco
Barbara A. Gallay
Theresa Galvin & Mark Almeida
Lola Goldring & Family
Susan & Gary Goodman
Anita K. Hersh
Jeremy Hylton & Tara Gilligan
Susan Jasper
Robin A Jones
Debbie Kenyon & Peter Hess
Melinda Miller & Lee Kowarski
Michael Kurtz & Lisa Cleff Kurtz
Liza Landsman
Myla Lerner & Larry Kramer
Kim Y. Lew
Jane Macan
John John C. Manlutac & James M. Jaeger
Richard W. Mark & Maura L. Harway
KC Maurer
Juliana & Jon May
Mary Elizabeth McGarry
Peter Mensch
Marianne & Steve Mills
Felinda Mottino & John Alexander
Adam Offenhartz
Barbara Page & John Liu
Lee Perlman & Linda Riefberg
Julio Peterson
Related Companies LP
Peter N. Rigby
Esther H. Rose
Donna Rosen
Carrie Kreifels & Sanj Sanampudi
Donna & Phillip Satow
Megan Savage
Allison Schiffman
Dr. Binita Shah
Carrie Shapiro & Peter Frey
THE SHMJRLEY FUND
Brett & Randi Singer
Kerry & Jeff Strong
Steve Symonds
Tilevitz/Moshief Charitable Trust
Sandra & Steven van der Zwan
Vanetta Vancak & Ivan Santiago
Elizabeth Wahab
Elizabeth Weatherford
Danny Wiederkehr
Malcolm & Carolyn Wiener
Janice Savin Williams & 
 Christopher J. Williams
Abigail Young & Jonathan Moses
Anonymous (14)

$3,000–$5,499
Anne & Andy Abel
Elaine & Hirschel B. Abelson

Vicki & William Abrams
Accenture
Nina Adams & Moreson Kaplan
Alyson K. Adler & William H. Green
The Aickin Fund of Horizons Foundation
Barbara & Todd Albert
Madeline & Steve Anbinder
Karen & Greg Arenson
Joseph Baio & Anne Griffin
Jamie Baldinger
Jodi & Craig Balsam
Karin & Henry Barkhorn
David & Sheila Barrett
Mr. Kenneth G. Bartels & Ms. Jane Condon
Victor and Clara C. Battin Foundation
deb & Jay Baum
Carter & Denise Bays
Dr. Eugene & Mrs. Harriet Becker
Tim Bensley
Sandy Berger
Monica Bernheim & Daniel Gelb
Mary Billard & Barry Cooper
Sarah Billinghurst Solomon
Jill & John C. Bishop, Jr.
Monty Blanchard & Leslie Tcheyan
Edward and Magda Palacci Bleier
Allison Blinken
Jane S. Block
RBB Designs
Adam Blumenthal & Lynn Feasley
Michael & Nelly Bly Arougheti
Maury & Joseph Bohan
Sal & Alison Bommarito
Bill Bone
Jill & Sheldon Bonovitz
Joanna Boone
Jason Bowman & Christopher Adasiewicz
Loraine Alterman Boyle
Catherine Bradley
Paul & Nancy Braithwaite
Sara S. Brandston
Dominique Bravo & Eric Sloan
Adrienne Albert Brecher
Amy R. Brenna & Stan Litow
Belinda Broido
Prue Brown & Paul Stetzer
Caiola Productions
Janel Anderberg Callon
Nancy & Michael Cardozo
Marvin Carlson
Ryan & Cindy Causey
Mitchell Charap & Karen Gilmore
Charles Charrow & Bonnie Howard
Bryan Chegwidden
Jaye Chen & Peter Brown
Kathy Hirata Chin & Denny Chin
Annie Clayton
Jacqueline Coelln-Hough
andrew b cogan
Deborah & Craig Cogut
Drs. Alice Cohen & Jonathan Steinberg
Joseph Coleman
Eva Colin Usdan & John Usdan
Dee & Kevin Conway
Milstein Program, Cornell University
Jonathan & Darcie Crystal

Gerard P. Cuddy
Peggy & Dick Danziger
Charlie Davidson & Jane Head
Jozelyn & Peter Davis
Sharon S. Davis Foundation
Pamela Hurst-Della Pietra & 
 Stephen Della Pietra
Anna Della Valle
Scott M. Delman
Christopher & Michelle DeLong
Robert Fisher & Monroe Denton
DeWolf Pack
Olivia Douglas & David DiDomenico
Sharon & David Djaha
Andrew Dominus & 
 Stephanie Altman Dominus
Deneen Donnley
Nancy Drennen
Nancy Duckles
Stacey & Sanford Dumain
Samuel M Duncan
Robin & Robert Easton
Eberstadt Kuffner Fund
Mark Edelman
Mary & Kenneth Edlow
Andra & John Ehrenkranz
David & Alice Elgart
Marty Ellington MD
Nancie Ellis & Geoffrey Domm
Robyn & David Epstein
Alicia Ernst & John Katzman
Diane E. Lutwak & Germán Esquilín
Holly Etlin & Andrew Krieger
Richard & Florence Fabricant
David Farer & Elisa King
April & Joel Feffer
Stephen Feinberg & Susan Foote
Richard Feiner & Annette Stover
Karen & Evan Flatow
Mark Flynn & Audrey Fisch
THE FOCUS FOUNDATION
John III & Anne Forlines
Alison Forner & Martha McBrayer
Lori & Edward Forstein
Ella M. Foshay
Mr. & Mrs. Austin T. Fragomen
Lauren & Brian Frank
Carmi & Shelly Fredman
Tanya Friedman & Denise Savoy
Matt Gabbard
Sheryl & Henry Gaines
Neel Gandhi & Aarti Agarwal
Judith A. Garson & Steven N. Rappaport
Jeff Gates & Mike Moran
Leslie & Gerry Geist
Debra and Jeffrey Geller Family Foundation
George Family Foundation, Penny George 
 (in honor of Frances Wilkinson)
Chris & Lori Geraci
George Gewirtz
Paul & Lauren Ghaffari
Kristin Booth Glen & Harold Edgar
Andrea Glimcher
David Goldberg & Bethany Bristow
Mary Cirillo-Goldberg
Liz Goldenberg

§ In addition to annual support, indicates a planned gift commitment to the Public Legacy Circle. To make a planned gift, contact 
plannedgiving@publictheater.org. List current as of 9/3/24. The Public Theater greatly appreciates all contributions in support of our 
work and all of the donors who, due to space constraints, could not be listed here. Donor lists are updated quarterly. Please advise the 
Development Department at 212.539.8734 of any needed corrections.

Charles & Jane Goldman
Melissa Goldman
Jill Laurie Goodman & Melvin Bukiet
Judy & Mark Goodman
Margaret L Goodman
Alton Abramowitz & Susan Gorelick
Gail & David Furman
Ann Gottlieb
Amy Grabino & Robert Schecterson
Christine Varney & Tom Graham
Grandpa Dick
Suzanne & Stuart Grant
Kayla Grieme
Scott Grinsell & Basha Frost Rubin
joanne guerrerio
Christopher Hamel & Ruta Carrillo
Liza H. Hamm
Scott & Ellen Hand
Joseph Harper & Mark Stephanz
Susan Harris
Lois Hull & Bill Harrison
Lucy Mayer Harrop & Mark Delavan Harrop;
  Nelson B. Delavan Foundation
Kim & Alan Hartman
Michael Heffernan & Jae Lee
Molly K. Heines & Thomas J. Moloney
Kris & Kathy Heinzelman
Henshel Foundation
Cheryl Henson & Ed Finn
Jill Herman
Charles & Mary Hesdorffer
Anne Hess & Craig Kaplan
Anita Highton, M.D.
Will Hildreth & Ryan Cooke
Mari Hinojosa
Dianne & Ron Hoge
In Memory Of Julia Holleman
Frank Holozubiec
The Richard H. Holzer Memorial Foundation
Russell & Sadie Hooker
Jeremy Dobrick & Tamara Hoover
Derrick Horner & Dr. Erika Faust
David Horvitz & Francie Bishop Good
Bo & Liz Huang
Kelly & André Hunter
Ben Indek & Robyn Mewshaw
Beth Jacobs & Keith Gottesdiener
Stephen & Susan Jeffries
Caytha & Michael Jentis
Joenk Family
Maureen & Claude Johnston
Nancy Karpf
Dr. Jane Karsh
Susan & Jules Kaufman
Iris W. Keitel
Randy Kender & Eric G. Bing
Kathy Keneally & Tom Marshall
Sharon & Steve Kess
Mary Elizabeth Dunbar Kiggen Fund of The 
 Greater Cincinnati Foundation
Jeffrey Kimball & Pamela Hogan
Jeannette King & Phillip Hogue
Sally S. Kleberg
Jody & Jennifer Klein
Howard Kleinman & Elizabeth Albert
Little Johnny Koerber
Lisa Kohl & Ricardo Hornos
Kay & William Koplovitz

Kameron Kordestani
Helen Kornblau/The Kornblau 
  Family Foundation
Simona & Scott Krawitz
Susan Kreisman
Paul & Barbara Krieger
Mark & Mary Ellen Kris
Roberta & Arnie Krumholz
Judith & Douglas Krupp
John Kuehn & Elaine Crowley
Jerry & Wendy Labowitz
Jill & Barry Lafer
Diane & Nicholas LaHowchic
Frederick A. Landman
Chad A. Leat
George & Renate Lee
Roseanne Legrand
Lorren Erstad & David Lerner
Lauren & Peter Lese | 
  Robert I. Goldman Foundation
Rosanne & Marty Leshner
Lizzie & Ben Leventhal
Andrew Abowitz & Michael Levin
Francine Levine
Robert I. Cantor & Margo L. Levine
Brian Levy & John Duff
Richard H. Levy & Lorraine Gallard
Tamar Lewin & Robert Krulwich
In Memory of Sagan Lewis
Dana & Larry Linden
Vicki Apter & David Linkin
Lisa & Greg Linn
Simi & David Linton
Laura & Stuart Litwin
Robie Livingstone
Dianne Lob & Andrew Miller
Ian Shrank & Alexandra W. Logue
Michael Lowenstein
Susanna Lowy & Victor Davis
Richard Lynn & Jospeh Evall
Anna Verdi & John MacIntosh
Linda Mahoney
Greg & Eileen Makoff
Carolyn Rossip Malcolm
Charu Venkat Mani
The Marber Family
Iris Z. Marden
Beth Martin & Michael Birns
David & Anita Massengill
Jill Hunter Matichak
Ms. Diane Max
Heather McDonald
Scott C. McDonald
Frances McKenzie
Tigre McMullan & Olga Jakim
Nancy Roistacher & Wayne Merkelson
The Mertz Gilmore Foundation
Frances Milberg
Robin & Dara Miles
Jennifer Melin Miller & David Miller
Jennifer & David Millstone
Judy Minor
Dale & Phil Mintz
Frederick Cannon & Jean Mitchell
The Leo Model Foundation
Judie & Fred Mopsik
Paul S. Nadler Family Charitable Trust
Asha & D.V. Nayak

David Neill & Susan Griffith
Shelly & Ofer Nemirovsky
Elizabeth Newell
Rebecca Newman
Kate & Bob Niehaus
Kathleen O’Grady
Ngozi Okezie & Sean Curtis
John Orberg
Marcie & Robert Orley
Carol Ostrow & Michael Graff
Shelly Packer
Estelle Parsons
Gregg Passin & Andy Schmidt
Maya Browne & Laurence Pels
Perakis Family
Jerilyn & Brian Perman
The Peter G. Peterson and  
  Joan Ganz Cooney Fund
Lauren & Scott Pinkus
Christine M. Millen & William M. Pinzler
Lisa Prager, Alex & Maddie Oliver
Terri Prettyman Bowles & Alvin Bowles
The Prince Family
Ari M Rabinowitz & Holly Haff
Susan D. Ralston
Lewis A. Remele
Diana & Charles Revson
Takako Asakawa & Paul Richards
Yosef Riemer & Vitina Biondo
Tracey & Phillip Riese
Sylvia Bigio & Matias Ringel
Risk Strategies Company, Inc.
Carlina Rivera & Jamie Rogers
Anne Marie & Charles Robertson
Viren Mehta & Amita Rodman
Leslee & David Rogath
Lisa Pannek & Chris Rogers
CYNTHIA & BUD ROGERS
Isabel Rose & Jeff Fagen
David Rosenbloom & Carla Peterson
Laura & Jamie Rosenwald
Mr. & Mrs. William Rosoff
The Roth-Dishy Family
Hope & David Rothschild
Judith O. Rubin
Mark Rubinsky & Emily Clark
Thomas & Georgina Russo
Anne Ryan
Kevin Ryan
Elizabeth Sahlman
S. Gerald Saliman & Raymond Vallejo
Nathan & Nancy Sambul
Demetris Sampson
Allison B. Saxe
Joan Rosenthal & Frederick Schiff
Bill Schilit & Kerny McLaughlin
Pat Schoenfeld
Esther & William Schulder
Jolie Schwab & David Hodes
Barry F. Schwartz
Sherry Steiner Schwartz
Sue Schwartz & Howard Muchnick
Rozanne Seelen & Allen Lee Hubby
Drs. Stephanie Seremetis & 
  Martha Ann Campbell
Sarene Shanus & Harold Treiber
Myra Shapiro
Sam & Jessie Shapiro

PUBLIC THEATER CONTRIBUTORS (CONTINUED)
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Charles & Jane Goldman
Melissa Goldman
Jill Laurie Goodman & Melvin Bukiet
Judy & Mark Goodman
Margaret L Goodman
Alton Abramowitz & Susan Gorelick
Gail & David Furman
Ann Gottlieb
Amy Grabino & Robert Schecterson
Christine Varney & Tom Graham
Grandpa Dick
Suzanne & Stuart Grant
Kayla Grieme
Scott Grinsell & Basha Frost Rubin
joanne guerrerio
Christopher Hamel & Ruta Carrillo
Liza H. Hamm
Scott & Ellen Hand
Joseph Harper & Mark Stephanz
Susan Harris
Lois Hull & Bill Harrison
Lucy Mayer Harrop & Mark Delavan Harrop;
  Nelson B. Delavan Foundation
Kim & Alan Hartman
Michael Heffernan & Jae Lee
Molly K. Heines & Thomas J. Moloney
Kris & Kathy Heinzelman
Henshel Foundation
Cheryl Henson & Ed Finn
Jill Herman
Charles & Mary Hesdorffer
Anne Hess & Craig Kaplan
Anita Highton, M.D.
Will Hildreth & Ryan Cooke
Mari Hinojosa
Dianne & Ron Hoge
In Memory Of Julia Holleman
Frank Holozubiec
The Richard H. Holzer Memorial Foundation
Russell & Sadie Hooker
Jeremy Dobrick & Tamara Hoover
Derrick Horner & Dr. Erika Faust
David Horvitz & Francie Bishop Good
Bo & Liz Huang
Kelly & André Hunter
Ben Indek & Robyn Mewshaw
Beth Jacobs & Keith Gottesdiener
Stephen & Susan Jeffries
Caytha & Michael Jentis
Joenk Family
Maureen & Claude Johnston
Nancy Karpf
Dr. Jane Karsh
Susan & Jules Kaufman
Iris W. Keitel
Randy Kender & Eric G. Bing
Kathy Keneally & Tom Marshall
Sharon & Steve Kess
Mary Elizabeth Dunbar Kiggen Fund of The 
 Greater Cincinnati Foundation
Jeffrey Kimball & Pamela Hogan
Jeannette King & Phillip Hogue
Sally S. Kleberg
Jody & Jennifer Klein
Howard Kleinman & Elizabeth Albert
Little Johnny Koerber
Lisa Kohl & Ricardo Hornos
Kay & William Koplovitz

Kameron Kordestani
Helen Kornblau/The Kornblau 
  Family Foundation
Simona & Scott Krawitz
Susan Kreisman
Paul & Barbara Krieger
Mark & Mary Ellen Kris
Roberta & Arnie Krumholz
Judith & Douglas Krupp
John Kuehn & Elaine Crowley
Jerry & Wendy Labowitz
Jill & Barry Lafer
Diane & Nicholas LaHowchic
Frederick A. Landman
Chad A. Leat
George & Renate Lee
Roseanne Legrand
Lorren Erstad & David Lerner
Lauren & Peter Lese | 
  Robert I. Goldman Foundation
Rosanne & Marty Leshner
Lizzie & Ben Leventhal
Andrew Abowitz & Michael Levin
Francine Levine
Robert I. Cantor & Margo L. Levine
Brian Levy & John Duff
Richard H. Levy & Lorraine Gallard
Tamar Lewin & Robert Krulwich
In Memory of Sagan Lewis
Dana & Larry Linden
Vicki Apter & David Linkin
Lisa & Greg Linn
Simi & David Linton
Laura & Stuart Litwin
Robie Livingstone
Dianne Lob & Andrew Miller
Ian Shrank & Alexandra W. Logue
Michael Lowenstein
Susanna Lowy & Victor Davis
Richard Lynn & Jospeh Evall
Anna Verdi & John MacIntosh
Linda Mahoney
Greg & Eileen Makoff
Carolyn Rossip Malcolm
Charu Venkat Mani
The Marber Family
Iris Z. Marden
Beth Martin & Michael Birns
David & Anita Massengill
Jill Hunter Matichak
Ms. Diane Max
Heather McDonald
Scott C. McDonald
Frances McKenzie
Tigre McMullan & Olga Jakim
Nancy Roistacher & Wayne Merkelson
The Mertz Gilmore Foundation
Frances Milberg
Robin & Dara Miles
Jennifer Melin Miller & David Miller
Jennifer & David Millstone
Judy Minor
Dale & Phil Mintz
Frederick Cannon & Jean Mitchell
The Leo Model Foundation
Judie & Fred Mopsik
Paul S. Nadler Family Charitable Trust
Asha & D.V. Nayak

David Neill & Susan Griffith
Shelly & Ofer Nemirovsky
Elizabeth Newell
Rebecca Newman
Kate & Bob Niehaus
Kathleen O’Grady
Ngozi Okezie & Sean Curtis
John Orberg
Marcie & Robert Orley
Carol Ostrow & Michael Graff
Shelly Packer
Estelle Parsons
Gregg Passin & Andy Schmidt
Maya Browne & Laurence Pels
Perakis Family
Jerilyn & Brian Perman
The Peter G. Peterson and  
  Joan Ganz Cooney Fund
Lauren & Scott Pinkus
Christine M. Millen & William M. Pinzler
Lisa Prager, Alex & Maddie Oliver
Terri Prettyman Bowles & Alvin Bowles
The Prince Family
Ari M Rabinowitz & Holly Haff
Susan D. Ralston
Lewis A. Remele
Diana & Charles Revson
Takako Asakawa & Paul Richards
Yosef Riemer & Vitina Biondo
Tracey & Phillip Riese
Sylvia Bigio & Matias Ringel
Risk Strategies Company, Inc.
Carlina Rivera & Jamie Rogers
Anne Marie & Charles Robertson
Viren Mehta & Amita Rodman
Leslee & David Rogath
Lisa Pannek & Chris Rogers
CYNTHIA & BUD ROGERS
Isabel Rose & Jeff Fagen
David Rosenbloom & Carla Peterson
Laura & Jamie Rosenwald
Mr. & Mrs. William Rosoff
The Roth-Dishy Family
Hope & David Rothschild
Judith O. Rubin
Mark Rubinsky & Emily Clark
Thomas & Georgina Russo
Anne Ryan
Kevin Ryan
Elizabeth Sahlman
S. Gerald Saliman & Raymond Vallejo
Nathan & Nancy Sambul
Demetris Sampson
Allison B. Saxe
Joan Rosenthal & Frederick Schiff
Bill Schilit & Kerny McLaughlin
Pat Schoenfeld
Esther & William Schulder
Jolie Schwab & David Hodes
Barry F. Schwartz
Sherry Steiner Schwartz
Sue Schwartz & Howard Muchnick
Rozanne Seelen & Allen Lee Hubby
Drs. Stephanie Seremetis & 
  Martha Ann Campbell
Sarene Shanus & Harold Treiber
Myra Shapiro
Sam & Jessie Shapiro

PUBLIC THEATER CONTRIBUTORS (CONTINUED)



Public/SHIVA    Deep History    (16)        ATT

PLAYBILL.COM

PLAYBILLVAULT.COM

PLAYBILL.COM/VAULT

Amy Attas & Stephen Shapiro
Matthew J. Shepherd
Anne Sherber
Sarah Sherber
Jayne Baron Sherman
Rosemarie Shomstein
Bud Shulman & Amy Newman
Rochelle Shulman
Debra Shuwarger & Rob Suiter
Brooke Siegel & Dan Murphy
Jeffrey Silverman
Jim & Marilyn Simons
Laurel & Michael Skarbinski
Loren Skeist & Marlene Marko
Nancy Slagowitz
Ted Smyth & Mary Breasted Smyth
Carlos M. Soto & Valeria Saez
Steven & Dolores Sparr
Michael & Claudia Spies
Martha S. Sproule
Martha Stark
Sharon & Ayelet Parness-Steinerman
Nancy Stephens & Rick Rosenthal /
  The Rosenthal Family Foundation
Alexandra & David Stern
Deborah Stewart & Jim Mintz
Barbara Stimmel
Stella Strazdas & Hank Forrest
Dr. Harry Strulovici & Ms. Shelley Goldberg
Elizabeth & Mayo Stuntz
Mark Sullivan & Jim St George
SummerTech
Andrea Kapit & Leonard Supp
Aimee Telsey & Richard Friesner
theaterhound.com
Theatre Development Fund, Inc
Jennifer B Thomas
Kelvin Thompson & Aedhmar Hynes
The Somaini Family
Maggie & Amor Towles
Joel Truman & Sara Lustigman
Gramercy Park Foundation
Lindsey Turner
Julie & Jim Tynion
Susan Unterberg
Maria Vecchiotti
The Venable Foundation
Stellene Volandes
Robin & Leigh Walters
Caroline A Wamsler & DeWayne N Phillips
Alice Wang & Peter Spiegelman
Tracy Weiss
Peter Wexler

Alexandra Wheeler & Rocky Rukan
Susan Whitlock & Dr. Earl Lewis
Lisa & Walter Wick
David & Maria Wildermuth
Sandy & Jon Willen
Kevin W. Williams, M.D.
Richard A. Williamson & Maritza L. Williamson
Scott Williamson & Mike Zimmermann
Marcia Wilson
Winterberry Group
Paula Wisnik
Laurie & David Wolfert
Billy F.B. Wong & Stephanie Gordon
Ann Eden Woodward Foundation
Christina Wtulich
Michele & James Young
Sara Zion & Tushar Shah
Audrey Zucker
Felice Zwas & Sarah Gallen
Anonymous (78)

THE LEGACY CIRCLE
The Public Theater gratefully recognizes the individuals who have 
committed to safeguard our community engagement initiatives, artistic 
productions, and vital civic activities with a gift from their estate plan.
Andi & Tom Bernstein
Eric Ellenbogen
Lynn & Richard Feinson
Pat Fili-Krushel & Kenneth Krushel 
Beverly Hurwitz, OMD
Michele & Steve Klausner
Marti LoMonaco & Karl Ruling
Frank Lomuscio Jr.
Diane Merklinger
Gail Merrifield Papp
Janice Petrovich
Amy Phillips
Anne Elizabeth Smith
Sheila&Lee Stewart
Teresa Tsai
Ted & Anne Clarke Wolff
Anonymous (3)

FUND FOR FREE THEATER
The Public Theater gratefully acknowledges leadership donors to its 
Fund For Free Theater endowment, which supports The Public’s free 
theater initiatives, including Free Shakespeare in the Park.
Ford Foundation
Leon Levy Foundation

Andra & John Ehrenkranz in honor of  Arielle Tepper
Julie Turaj & Robert Pohly
The Polonsky Foundation
Felice Zwas & Sarah Gallen

§ In addition to annual support, indicates a planned gift commitment to the Public Legacy Circle. To make a planned gift, contact 
plannedgiving@publictheater.org. List current as of 9/3/24. The Public Theater greatly appreciates all contributions in support of our 
work and all of the donors who, due to space constraints, could not be listed here. Donor lists are updated quarterly. Please advise the 
Development Department at 212.539.8734 of any needed corrections.



PLAYBILL.COM

PLAYBILLVAULT.COM

PLAYBILL.COM/VAULT

Public/SHIVA    Deep History      (17)           WW7

T

H

E

 

P

U

B

L

I

C

 

T

H

E

A

T

E

R

 

I

S

 

P

R

O

U

D

 

T

O

 

B

E

R

E

P

R

E

S

E

N

T

E

D

 

O

N

 

B

R

O

A

D

W

A

Y

 

W

I

T

H

HELL’S

Li
n-

M
an

ue
l M

ira
nd

a,
 p

ho
to

 b
y C

am
ila

 Fa
lq

ue
z; 

Al
ici

a K
ey

s, 
ph

ot
o

co
ur

te
sy

 of
 th

e a
rti

st
; S

ha
in

a T
au

b,
 p

ho
to

 b
y J

im
m

y F
on

ta
in

e.

KITCHEN

&
 
L

E
A

R
N

 
M

O
R

E

ACCESS TICKETS

H

E

L

L

’

S

H

A

M

I

L

T

O

N

B

Y

 

L

I

N

-

M

A

N

U

E

L

 

M

I

R

A

N

D

A

K

I

T

C

H

E

N

B

Y

 

A

L

I

C

I

A

 

K

E

Y

S

 

A

N

D

 

K

R

I

S

T

O

F

F

E

R

 

D

I

A

Z

S

U

F

F

S

B

Y

 

S

H

A

I

N

A

 

T

A

U

B

P
U

B
L

I
C

T
H

E
A

T
E

R
.
O

R
G



PLAYBILL.COM

PLAYBILLVAULT.COM

PLAYBILL.COM/VAULT

Public/SHIVA    Deep History       (18)                       WW8

O n September 8, Golden 
Globe-winning actor 
Darren Criss hosted 

his theatre-themed music 
festival Elsie Fest. The 
event, which returned after 
a two-year hiatus, took 
place at the Pier 17 rooftop 
in Lower Manhattan and 
featured stage and screen 
stars—many of whom have 
upcoming theatre projects. 
Playbill was there to capture 
the festivities.

First row (from left): Darren Criss, Helen J Shen and Criss. Second row: Wayne Duvall, John 
Gallagher Jr., Stark Sands, and Adrian Blake Enscoe. Third row (from left): Rachel Zegler, 
Criss and Blake Roman, Alaska Thunderf*ck. Fourth row (from left): Dara Reneé, Jordan 
Fisher, Joy Woods. Fifth row (from left): Anaïs Mitchell, Criss and his friends. Sixth row: 
Derek Klena and Lizzy McAlpine

Darren Criss and his friends rocked out at Elsie Fest 2024.
By Diep Tran. Photos by Heather Gershonowitz

Theatre Kids Unite
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Twenty years ago, Michael Herwitz made 
his Broadway debut, as an eight-year-old 
child actor in Dracula, the Musical. Right 

after, he was in the cast of Chitty Chitty Bang 
Bang. In the years since, Herwitz has pivoted 
to directing. He recently made his Broadway 
directorial debut with Max Wolf Friedlich’s JOB. 
The play is a suspenseful two-hander, center-
ing on an employee who begins working with a 
crisis therapist after becoming the subject of a 
viral video. It was recently extended through  
October 27 at the Hayes Theater. Below, 
Herwitz explains how he went from child actor 
to in-demand director of new plays.

What made you decide to become a director?
Michael Herwitz: Backstage at Chitty Chitty Bang 
Bang, I spent a lot of time in the stage manage-
ment office. They took me under their wing and 
answered every question I had about theatre. 
They even gave me a copy of the calling script 
so I could practice calling the show at home in 
my bedroom. I was a 9-year-old Broadway nerd 
who checked the grosses, so I knew the show 
was falling short of its critical and commercial 
aspirations. I started to think about how we 
could fix the show. I would then share my notes 
with the stage managers. It was those guys (Mi-
chael Passaro, Peter Von Mayrhauser, Charlie  
Underhill, Jack McLeod, Seth Sklar-Heyn) who 
first told me, “You think like a director.” 

Can you share a favorite memory about acting on 
Broadway as a kid? 
Working on Broadway as a kid was the most 
formative chapter of my life, and the feeling 
of radical belonging I felt backstage at the 
Belasco and the Hilton is the feeling I’ve been 
chasing my whole career. During Dracula, the 
Musical, my character was in about two min-
utes of the show at the very top of Act Two. 
After that scene, I would spend the rest of the 
show in Kelli O’Hara’s dressing room (whose 
character was dead by that point), knitting 
together until curtain call. Kelli and I recently 
had a beautiful email correspondence around 
opening night for JOB, which was 20 years to 
the day of the first preview for Dracula.

What advice would you give your younger self or anyone 
starting out? 
I spent a lot of time waiting for someone who 
I perceived to have more power than me to 
pick me out of the crowd and put me on the 
path to success. And while I gained a ton from 
mentors, teachers, and people further along, 
my greatest resources are my friends—my 
peers. No one is coming down from on high to 
scoop you up. It’s the people to your right and 
left who are your greatest resource. They are 
going to pull you up, and it’s your job to pull 
them up, too. 
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JOB director Michael Herwitz on switching careers.
By Andrew Gans
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Alyssa Milano may be known for her 
screen work, including the television 
show Charmed. But she actually got her 

start in theatre. “When I was eight years old, I 
was in the second national touring company 
of Annie for 18 months. That was my 
very first professional gig,” recalls 
Milano. “I did the first musical version 
of Jane Eyre when I was little, which 
was a very special experience, because 
my dad actually helped with the props. 
Theatre, that’s the beauty of it—the 
community that you create.”

Though Milano’s career has taken 
her away from the stage, she has now 
returned. She’s playing Roxie Hart 
in Chicago on Broadway in a limited 
engagement through November 
10. Milano says she was inspired to 
do musicals again because of her 
daughter, who is now doing musicals 
in her elementary school. “I just had 
a moment where I was like, ‘Wow, 
she’s really powerful and strong, and 
I don’t know how she’s doing it.’” And 
then Milano realized, it was because 
of theatre, which led her to thinking: 
“I did that at that age. Why aren’t I 
doing that now?” Milano says it’s been 
a family tradition to go to New York every year 
and see a Broadway show.

“The great thing about musical theatre 
at a young age is, not only does it give you 
confidence, and also all of those things that 
you need to be a functioning adult, but also, 
it gives you community,” she says. “There’s 
such an ease knowing that she’s going to  
be in middle school and know who her 
people are.” 

And the process of rehearsing Chicago, 
in learning the Kander and Ebb songs and 
Fosse’s intricate choreographer—it’s taken 
Milano back to her younger self.

“It’s really hard,” she says with a smile 
about learning the choreography. “I 
remember being eight, and rehearsing for 
Annie, and there was this one dance step 
that sent me off the stage crying because I 

could not get it. I could not get it. And there 
have been those moments in [Chicago]. 
But I’m not crying, mind you, because now 
I have faith that I will get it eventually.” 
And the most astonishing thing is? “I still 
remember that move from when I was eight 
years old. It’s never left my body.” That 
means that Chicago will also never leave her 
body. “And that’s really cool,” she says with 
a smile. 

And it’s also shown Milano what she’s 
capable of: “What an amazing thing to be 
older than I ever intended to be and to still be 
doing something for the first time.” 
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Alyssa Milano is tapping into her inner child with Chicago.
By Diep Tran and Jeffrey Vizcaíno

Childhood Joys
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