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1st Amendment (1791)  

Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of religion, or prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or 

abridging the freedom of speech, or of the press; or the right of the people peaceably to assemble, and to petition 

the Government for a redress of grievances. 

 

 

 

https://constitution.congress.gov/constitution/amendment-1/
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Lincoln's Second Inaugural Address (1865) 

Fellow countrymen:  At this second appearing to take the oath of the presidential office, there is less occasion for 

an extended address than there was at the first.  Then a statement, somewhat in detail, of a course to be pursued, 

seemed fitting and proper. Now, at the expiration of four years, during which public declarations have been 

constantly called forth on every point and phase of the great contest which still absorbs the attention and engrosses 

the energies of the nation, little that is new could be presented.  The progress of our arms, upon which all else 

chiefly depends, is as well known to the public as to myself; and it is, I trust, reasonably satisfactory and encouraging 

to all.  With high hope for the future, no prediction in regard to it is ventured. 

On the occasion corresponding to this four years ago, all thoughts were anxiously directed to an impending civil 

war.  All dreaded it-- all sought to avert it.  While the inaugural address was being delivered from this place, devoted 

altogether to saving the Union without war, insurgent agents were in the city seeking to destroy it without war--

seeking to dissolve the Union, and divide effects, by negotiation. Both parties deprecated war; but one of them 

would make war rather than let the nation survive; and the other would accept war rather than let it perish.  And the 

war came. 

One-eighth of the whole population were colored slaves, not distributed generally over the Union, but localized in 

the Southern part of it. These slaves constituted a peculiar and powerful interest.  All knew that this interest was, 

somehow, the cause of the war.  To strengthen, perpetuate, and extend this interest was the object for which the 

insurgents would rend the Union, even by war; while the government claimed no right to do more than to restrict the 

territorial enlargement of it. 

Neither party expected for the war the magnitude or the duration which it has already attained.  Neither anticipated 

that the cause of the conflict might cease with, or even before, the conflict itself should cease.  Each looked for an 

easier triumph, and a result less fundamental and astounding.  Both read the same Bible, and pray to the same God; 

and each invokes his aid against the other. It may seem strange that any men should dare to ask a just God's 

assistance in wringing their bread from the sweat of other men's faces; but let us judge not, that we be not judged.  

The prayers of both could not be answered--that of neither has been answered fully. 

The Almighty has his own purposes.  "Woe unto the world because of offenses! for it must needs be that offenses 

come; but woe to that man by whom the offense cometh."  If we shall suppose that American slavery is one of those 

offenses which, in the providence of God, must needs come, but which, having continued through his appointed 

time, he now wills to remove, and that he gives to both North and South this terrible war, as the woe due to those by 

whom the offense came, shall we discern therein any departure from those divine attributes which the believers in 

a living God always ascribe to him?  Fondly do we hope--fervently do we pray--that this mighty scourge of war may 

speedily pass away. Yet, if God wills that it continue until all the wealth piled by the bondsman's two hundred and 

fifty years of unrequited toil shall be sunk, and until every drop of blood drawn by the lash shall be paid by another 

drawn with the sword, as was said three thousand years ago, so still it must be said, "The judgments of the Lord are 

true and righteous altogether." 

https://www.nps.gov/linc/learn/historyculture/lincoln-second-inaugural.htm
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With malice toward none; with charity for all; with firmness in the right, as God gives us to see the right, let us strive 

on to finish the work we are in; to bind up the nation's wounds; to care for him who shall have borne the battle, and 

for his widow, and his orphan--to do all which may achieve and cherish a just and lasting peace among ourselves, 

and with all nations. 
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An Oration in Memory of Abraham Lincoln by Frederick Douglass (1876)  

It must be admitted, truth compels me to admit, even here in the presence of the monument we have erected to his 

memory, Abraham Lincoln was not, in the fullest sense of the word, either our man or our model. In his interests, in 

his associations, in his habits of thought, and in his prejudices, he was a white man. 

He was preeminently the white man’s President, entirely devoted to the welfare of white men. He was ready and 

willing at any time during the first years of his administration to deny, postpone, and sacrifice the rights of humanity 

in the colored people to promote the welfare of the white people of this country. In all his education and feeling he 

was an American of the Americans. He came into the Presidential chair upon one principle alone, namely, opposition 

to the extension of slavery. His arguments in furtherance of this policy had their motive and mainspring in his 

patriotic devotion to the interests of his own race. To protect, defend, and perpetuate slavery in the states where it 

existed Abraham Lincoln was not less ready than any other President to draw the sword of the nation. He was ready 

to execute all the supposed guarantees of the United States Constitution in favor of the slave system anywhere 

inside the slave states. He was willing to pursue, recapture, and send back the fugitive slave to his master, and to 

suppress a slave rising for liberty, though his guilty master were already in arms against the Government. The race 

to which we belong were not the special objects of his consideration. Knowing this, I concede to you, my white 

fellow-citizens, a preeminence in this worship at once full and supreme. First, midst, and last, you and yours were 

the objects of his deepest affection and his most earnest solicitude. You are the children of Abraham Lincoln. We 

are at best only his stepchildren; children by adoption, children by forces of circumstances and necessity. To you it 

especially belongs to sound his praises, to preserve and perpetuate his memory, to multiply his statues, to hang his 

pictures high upon your walls, and commend his example, for to you he was a great and glorious friend and 

benefactor. Instead of supplanting you at his altar, we would exhort you to build high his monuments; let them be 

of the most costly material, of the most cunning workmanship; let their forms be symmetrical, beautiful, and perfect; 

let their bases be upon solid rocks, and their summits lean against the unchanging blue, overhanging sky, and let 

them endure forever! But while in the abundance of your wealth, and in the fullness of your just and patriotic devotion, 

you do all this, we entreat you to despise not the humble offering we this day unveil to view; for while Abraham 

Lincoln saved for you a country, he delivered us from a bondage, according to Jefferson, one hour of which was 

worse than ages of the oppression your fathers rose in rebellion to oppose. 

…I have said that President Lincoln was a white man, and shared the prejudices common to his countrymen towards 

the colored race. Looking back to his times and to the condition of his country, we are compelled to admit that this 

unfriendly feeling on his part may be safely set down as one element of his wonderful success in organizing the 

loyal American people for the tremendous conflict before them, and bringing them safely through that conflict. His 

great mission was to accomplish two things: first, to save his country from dismemberment and ruin; and, second, 

to free his country from the great crime of slavery. To do one or the other, or both, he must have the earnest 

sympathy and the powerful cooperation of his loyal fellow-countrymen. Without this primary and essential condition 

to success his efforts must have been vain and utterly fruitless. Had he put the abolition of slavery before the 

salvation of the Union, he would have inevitably driven from him a powerful class of the American people and 

rendered resistance to rebellion impossible. Viewed from the genuine abolition ground, Mr. Lincoln seemed tardy, 

https://teachingamericanhistory.org/document/oration-in-memory-of-abraham-lincoln/


 
 

6 
 

cold, dull, and indifferent; but measuring him by the sentiment of his country, a sentiment he was bound as a 

statesman to consult, he was swift, zealous, radical, and determined. 

Though Mr. Lincoln shared the prejudices of his white fellow-countrymen against the Negro, it is hardly necessary 

to say that in his heart of hearts he loathed and hated slavery. . . . The man who could say, “Fondly do we hope, 

fervently do we pray, that this mighty scourge of war shall soon pass away, yet if God wills it continue till all the 

wealth piled by two hundred years of bondage shall have been wasted, and each drop of blood drawn by the lash 

shall have been paid for by one drawn by the sword, the judgments of the Lord are true and righteous altogether,” 

gives all needed proof of his feeling on the subject of slavery. He was willing, while the South was loyal, that it 

should have its pound of flesh, because he thought that it was so nominated in the bond; but farther than this no 

earthly power could make him go.  
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Matthew 25 (Adapted) 

I was hungry, and you gave me food. 
I was thirsty, and you gave me drink. 
I was a stranger, and you welcomed me. 

I was naked, and you clothed me. 
I was sick, and you took care of me. 
I was in prison, and you visited me. 

And they answered, 
When did we see you hungry, or thirsty, or a stranger? 
When did we see you without shelter or protection? 
When did we see you sick or imprisoned and come to you? 

And the answer was this: 

Whenever you did it for one of the least among you, 
you did it for me. 

Not because they were like you. 
Not because they agreed with you. 

Not because they were known to you. 

But because they were human. 
Because they were vulnerable. 
Because they were in need. 

The measure of righteousness is not what we say we believe. 
It is who we recognize as our neighbor. 
It is whether the stranger is treated as a threat 
or welcomed as a person. 
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"The New Colossus" by Emma Lazarus (1883) 

Not like the brazen giant of Greek fame, 
With conquering limbs astride from land to land; 
Here at our sea-washed, sunset gates shall stand 
A mighty woman with a torch, whose flame 
Is the imprisoned lightning, and her name 
Mother of Exiles. From her beacon-hand 
Glows world-wide welcome; her mild eyes command 
The air-bridged harbor that twin cities frame. 
“Keep, ancient lands, your storied pomp!” cries she 
With silent lips. “Give me your tired, your poor, 
Your huddled masses yearning to breathe free, 
The wretched refuse of your teeming shore. 
Send these, the homeless, tempest-tost to me, 
I lift my lamp beside the golden door!” 

 

 

 

https://www.poetryfoundation.org/poems/46550/the-new-colossus
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"The Strangers' Case" Speech from Sir Thomas More (1597)  

Grant them removed, and grant that this your noise 

Hath chid down all the majesty of England; 

Imagine that you see the wretched strangers, 

Their babies at their backs and their poor luggage, 

Plodding tooth ports and costs for transportation, 

And that you sit as kings in your desires, 

Authority quite silent by your brawl, 

And you in ruff of your opinions clothed; 

What had you got? I’ll tell you. You had taught 

How insolence and strong hand should prevail, 

How order should be quelled; and by this pattern 

Not one of you should live an aged man, 

For other ruffians, as their fancies wrought, 

With self same hand, self reasons, and self right, 

Would shark on you, and men like ravenous fishes 

Would feed on one another.  

https://myshakespeare.com/hamlet/the-strangers-case-speech-sir-thomas-more
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"Ain’t I a Woman?" Speech by Sojourner Truth (1851) 

Well, children, where there is so much racket there must be something out of kilter. I think that 'twixt the negroes of 

the South and the women at the North, all talking about rights, the white men will be in a fix pretty soon. But what's 

all this here talking about? That man over there says that women need to be helped into carriages, and lifted over 

ditches, and to have the best place everywhere. Nobody ever helps me into carriages, or over mud-puddles, or gives 

me any best place! And ain't I a woman? Look at me! Look at my arm! I have ploughed and planted, and gathered 

into barns, and no man could head me! And ain't I a woman? I could work as much and eat as much as a man - when 

I could get it - and bear the lash as well! And ain't I a woman? I have borne thirteen children, and seen most all sold 

off to slavery, and when I cried out with my mother's grief, none but Jesus heard me! And ain't I a woman? Then they 

talk about this thing in the head; what's this they call it? [member of audience whispers, "intellect"] That's it, honey. 

What's that got to do with women's rights or negroes' rights? If my cup won't hold but a pint, and yours holds a quart, 

wouldn't you be mean not to let me have my little half measure full? Then that little man in black there, he says 

women can't have as much rights as men, 'cause Christ wasn't a woman! Where did your Christ come from? Where 

did your Christ come from? From God and a woman! Man had nothing to do with Him. If the first woman God ever 

made was strong enough to turn the world upside down all alone, these women together ought to be able to turn it 

back , and get it right side up again! And now they is asking to do it, the men better let them. Obliged to you for 

hearing me, and now old Sojourner ain't got nothing more to say. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.nps.gov/articles/sojourner-truth.htm
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Dissent in Utah v. Strieff by Justice Sonia Sotomayor (2016)  

On the Fourth Amendment's erosion: "This case allows the police to stop you on the street, demand your 

identification, and check it for outstanding traffic warrants—even if you are doing nothing wrong. If the officer 

discovers a warrant for a fine you forgot to pay, courts will now excuse his illegal stop and will admit into evidence 

anything he happens to find by searching you after arresting you on the warrant." 

On the impact on communities: "This case tells everyone, white and black, guilty and innocent, that an officer can 

verify your legal status at any time. It says that your body is subject to invasion while courts excuse the violation of 

your rights. It implies that you are not a citizen of a democracy but the subject of a carceral state, just waiting to be 

cataloged." 

On who bears the burden: "We must not pretend that the countless people who are routinely targeted by police are 

'isolated.' They are the canaries in the coal mine whose deaths, civil and literal, warn us that no one can breathe in 

this atmosphere. They are the ones who recognize that unlawful police stops corrode all our civil liberties and 

threaten all our lives. Until their voices matter too, our justice system will continue to be anything but." 

On systemic problems: "It is no secret that people of color are disproportionate victims of this type of scrutiny. For 

generations, black and brown parents have given their children 'the talk'—instructing them never to run down the 

street; always keep your hands where they can be seen; do not even think of talking back to a stranger—all out of 

fear of how an officer with a gun will react to them." 

 

https://supreme.justia.com/cases/federal/us/579/14-1373/#opinions
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